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Abstract

Counterfactual history, or what-if history, is a form of historical inquiry
that imagines alternative scenarios—what might have happened
differently. Relying on imaginative speculation, this method has long
been debated as to whether it is worthy of serious historical analysis.
This article examines the history of these debates and how scholarly
communities have largely accepted it. The article argues that, since
the late 1990s, counterfactual historiography has developed in ways
that have enhanced its legitimacy. This development has reached
two key milestones: popularization and academic credibility. The
latter requires certain criteria to distinguish between ‘good’ and ‘poor’
counterfactuals. Moreover, the boundary between entertainment
and academia needs to be drawn. These processes have made
the counterfactual approach more acceptable. Furthermore, the
article explores and evaluates counterfactual history in some Thai

historiographical accounts, a relatively new field within Thai scholarship.
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