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Abstract

This research paper examines the concept of Oriental Despotism as it
applies to the political and governmental structures of Siam during the
early Rattanakosin era, as stated by Westerners who traveled to the
region during that time period. The research finds that Western writings
on Siam during the early Rattanakosin era expressed their empirical
experiences while also embracing and perpetuating the idea of Oriental
Despotism, a concept rooted in ancient Greece and systematically
explained in Montesquieu’s The Spirit of the Laws (1748). The Oriental
Despotism of Siam is depicted in Western writings in two different
contexts: in the public sphere, where Siamese politics and government
are characterized by a ruler with absolute power who governs the
people through fear; and in the private sphere, where women’s freedom
is restricted and subjected to arbitrary oppression. Therefore, this
representation of Siam was a critical tool used by Westerners in the
context of 19th-century imperialism to paint Siam as fundamentally inferior

to the West.
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2 John Crawfurd, Journal of an Embassy from the Governor General of India to the Court of Ava in the year 1827 (London:
Henry Colburn, 1829), 400.

3 Martin Miiller, “The Gaze of a Liberal Imperialist: Observing and interpreting oriental despotism in John Crawfurd’s work,” in
Liberalism and the British Empire in Southeast Asia, ed. Gareth Knapman, Anthony Milner, and Mary Quilty (London: Routledge, 2018),
124-129.
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* Charles de Montesquieu, The Spirit of the Laws, ed. and trans. Anne M. Cohler, Basia Carolyn Miller, and Harold Samuel
Stone (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1989), bk. 2, chap. 1, 10-20.
® Ibid., 21-30.
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Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel) 31150 19U (Richard Jones) A158 #1304 (Karl Marx) uaza1ia 1a. 3adlwina (Karl A. Wittfogel) i Celine
Spector, “Montesquieu,” in Handbook of the History of the Philosophy of Law and Social Philosophy: Volume 1: From Plato to Rousseau,
ed. Gianfrancesco Zanetti, Mortimer Sellers, and Stephan Kirste (Cham, Switzerland: Springer Nature, 2023), 249-258; Marian Sawer,
Marxism and the Question of the Asiatic Mode of Production (The Hague: Springer Netherland, 1977).
” Michael Curtis, Orientalism and Islam: European Thinkers on Oriental Despotism in the Middle East and India (Cambridge:

Cambridge University Press, 2009), 100.
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a7m3d, uaz wasiaa waswud (njunwy: lasanisdaRuaylnuazdnin@iawdiu, 2556), 9-11, uaz Phrae Chittiphalangsri,
“The Author in Edward Said's Orientalism: The Question of Agency,” Manusya, Journal of Humanities 12, no. 18 (2009): 1-17.

9 a o o 2 « o 3 v oa a v a o . a_ o P a 4

fiw dapdnana, ‘nwansatvasiwsenalunwdsunasfngeaziuan winedsdanmT 1830-1920" (nenfinud
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° Said, Orientalism, 206.

" Joan-Pau Rubiés, “Oriental Despotism and European Orientalism: Botero to Montesquieu,” Journal of Early Modern History

9, no. 1-2 (2005): 109-180.
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