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Abstract

This article examines the “Annual Royal State Addresses” during the
Siamese absolute monarchy, arguably situating them within the broader
transformative context of the public monarchy, the adaptation of the theatre
state, and the emerging demand for empirical data underpinned by a new
paper regime. It argues that while the delivery of these speeches during
the royal birthday and coronation ceremonies functioned as a front-stage
process of sacralization, the backstage processes involved the construction
of these texts by processing and synthesizing information on state affairs
through documentary practices embedded within the bureaucratic
hierarchy. Collectively, these practices forged a narrative that manifested
the monarchy as the central architect of state success. Finally, the article
explores the post-absolutist era, proposing that certain legacies were
transmitted to the reign of King Rama IX, where the phenomenon of the
royal birthday speech became instrumental in constructing royal hegemony

and exerting an unprecedented impact on both the state and society.
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