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Abstract

During the Second World War, Thailand’s film industry was
in decline, which resulted in the growing absence of new Thai
and foreign flms. However, the industry changed rapidly follow-
ing the war. This article aims to trace changes in flms shown in
cinemas in Bangkok from 1947 t01956. Material used in this ar-
ticle includes newspapers and film industry periodicals published
in the period, mostly in the 1940s and 1950s. It argues that the
revival of flm screenings in cinemas, a part of Thailand’s film
industry, was in response to the emergence of new modern
cinemas as well as the establishment of foreign film distribution
companies. This not only helped the movie business thrive, but
also strengthened the popularity of film culture among Thai au-

diences.

Keywords: Film history, Film screenings, Film cultures
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