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Abstract

This paper is a case study research on the philosophical
project of Confucianism of the well-known thinker Ogyu Sorai
(1666-1728) during the Edo period (1603-1868). Sorai claimed
that his philosophy was a true way to go back to the original
Confucianism which, he believed, was distorted by the later
Neo-Confucianists. My approach follows the framework of intel-
lectual history. The main aim is to point out that Sorai’s project
did not exist independently. It depended so much on historical
contexts of the Edo Japan. As a consequence, the paper argues,
the philosophical project of Sorai was not the original way to
Confucianism as he claimed. It was just a faithful servant of a
political regime of the Tokugawa Shogunate’s era, towards which

Sorai himself purposely projected his philosophy.

Keywords: Ogyu Sorai, Japanese Confucianism, Confucianism,
Neo-Confucianism, Classical Chinese, Early Kings of China, The
Way of the Early Kings and Sages, Japanese Feudalism, Tokuga-

wa Shogunate.
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' Robert P. Kramers, “The Development of the Confucian Schools,” in
Cambridge History of China: Volume I: the Ch’in and Han Empires, 221 B.C.
-A.D. 220, eds. Denis Twitchett and Michael Loewe (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1986), 754-756.

? Yao Xinzhong, An Introduction to Confucianism (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2000), 115-124; 125-138; xv.

68



ansuudTurguu « Ssicud osmsinng

unpneAseTuidunsdifnsdesdiu wandunside g
AN fefidneniniunsdima sanudnla deunafnne
ﬂi?sntyﬁﬁ%’%mﬁ@ﬁﬂiqﬂgfagiuﬁquw (Text) URILANANTITIOUNITN
fldmunaulnedan ATelEdREnsAnm Lz SRaans
ATy (Intellectual History) WuaganenuanlunsAnsdqeuay
n13d3Llia

luumennail fRAfeauadtinAnAnEwUUTLI0L (Ancient
Learning School) aifludniinAnildragLssastasanmsmalfoan
(Philosophical project)’ 041721571 nanAALAATEiNaaNN1TINE
sagraedlazls uaragunanienedlneluiifaeslssifmans
ptloyoyn

* AN “Tm\imimqﬂﬁmﬂ” (Philosophical project) \HuANNERSe1d

U
a

LW’E’JHEI’]N']’] ‘Lumnﬂﬂmmuqq uu dernauainnaiudau VLNI”]]L‘WFNLLF‘N
Lu'ammaﬂﬂmﬁmmu MWﬂLLMHQNLﬁWﬂ?v@\?ﬂ (Goal) m@ﬂﬂmmuq ‘Vmﬂ
NﬂmﬂﬂmﬂLW@W@U@H@\‘IUWQ@\?U’N@H’N@HLZQQJT’J PPN “‘]_Ifl“i_IV]" (Context)
LL']ﬁ@’f’]Nunﬂﬂi"ﬁmqiﬁ'&’mﬁ?ﬂﬂﬂi’]\iZQ?’]\T]J?“]]O_I’W"II@\Tmumﬂﬂuﬁﬂiﬂﬂ')ﬂ ‘VN
ﬂ’]ﬁJ@i'ﬂuﬂﬁ‘“’ﬂ@UV}@’]ﬂmu g NQ’Q‘EJ“]J@L‘?F;IT]’]’] “Iﬂﬁ‘\?ﬂqﬁ‘VI’]\‘iﬂﬁ‘Tm’]”
sn\ﬂu\‘mm@muuuu N899 ﬂi‘“ﬁﬂ.l’]‘ﬂﬂ\‘li@”\‘ifl Taelsiee Nanmouniu
“Iﬂ?\iﬂ%‘” mvmm “L‘ﬂ’]ﬁN’]ﬂ” UNALN LMQJ@M@\?@WQW “Tmgans” (Project)
V]s]ﬂ]'ﬂiliﬂ?;l‘i’l'ﬂﬂuum\'i uEI’]NVN'MEJ@VIﬂ@’]QSﬂuﬂ@ﬂ'l’]N'MN’]EJIﬂEIﬁ"JN"H@\?ﬂ’]
bl “Tﬂi‘\‘lﬂ’]i‘%%‘iﬂi"ﬁﬂ,lvﬁ” ﬁl@ﬂg'}‘ﬂﬁl

69



NsasusIaMans sssumaas Un 2 auun 1 (Wygu 2558-ugiuu 2558)

2. SunAnswuuluso
wazisuAumMsnaullgansasaanuia

a1nAnEuuniusind (Ancient Learning School / i 22¥R)
1 Hanuflusnannanuiisunidenasresnndannel 3y ans
d o o - o o o o
23R8 s (Neo-Confucianism) TaLALNIBNENANIANNAA T |1
sugalnzuinen lidnanfuaneqd (Zhu Xi's Learning / Shushi-
gaku) WIndends neaula (Wang Yangming’s Learning / Oyomeiga-
i . a4 oo A
ku)* Aaneiduliraynedae “nszuanan” aeyyulunaniiu dndn
TugriinAnmunntusutiqesemsng lunisseuaasunuviaes
4 Yo d o a o . d o a o
WABABANTININDedTIWINUTa] (The Sage) NUiase UWnuin
= o = Ho o o a A A =
AzEAANADULATNNIAAIINIAITAUNTY nfaudaninasyluau
praLsasTr e Ataaz s mmuile® TnanenenaunaullAuadn
AnesauniiteAaauluanBusaai “iiindn” AdeuaesinAnly
o o d e A e A
AR AtavTauiainanaxesdiiuauAai linsiUTRen
winiln dnAnuanaasdinddegauan loun azuzer Tavin
(Yamaga Soko, A.A. 1622-1685) 810 awl (Ito Jinsai, A.f1. 1627-1705)
uazlazia Toels (Ogyu Sorai, A.A.1666-1728)° lneifadtiazaging
UFryraasdnindnsuuulusuaeslayin uasaulaGaiug
ynidnngudinAatinedaatl 1einiegniseunafiaauaes
T lstaduinAnvdnuaziduinAnaugaiinandTedusiganes

3
o a

AN

“ Olof G. Lidin, The Life of Ogyu Sorai: A Tokugawa Confucian Philos-
opher (Lund: Studentlitteratur, 1973), 9.

® Ipid.,10.
® Ibid.
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7 Maruyama Masao, Studies in the Intellectual History of Tokugawa
Japan, trans. Mikiso Hane (Tokyo: University of Tokyo Press, 1974), 43.
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¢ Lidin, The Life of Ogyu Sorai, 9-10.
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