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Abstract

In England between the 16" and 18th centuries, laws and
justice system for prosecuting the crime of “treasonable words”
against the monarch were fueled largely by the events of Reformation,
the English Civil War, and the French Revolution. During the period,
the popular concern for the monarch’s private life and the royal circle
had evolved in several aspects. The phenomena of slandering and
gossiping the monarch can be viewed as one of indicators for making
sense of the political development of the time. Christian ideals,
dynamics of oral culture, and the development of modern political
value had also played important roles in shaping the understanding of

“treasonable words” and the legal procedure concerning the crime.

Keywords: Lése-majesté, Treasonable Speech, Monarchs,

England
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Adam Fox, “Rumour, News and Popular Political Opinion in Elizabethan and
Early Stuart England,” The Historical Journal 40, no. 3 (1997): 610-611; Ethan
H. Shagan, “Rumours and Popular Politics in the Reign of Henry Viii,” in The
Politics of the Excluded, C.1500-1850, ed. Tim Harris (Basingstoke England:
Palgrave, 2001), 30.
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“ Statute of Westminster, 1275, 3 Edward |, c. 34, The Statutes of the
Realm (London: G. Eyre and A. Strahan, printers to the King, 1810-28), i. 35.

“Forasmuch as there have been oftentimes found in the
country devisors of tales, whereby discord, or occasion of discord,
hath many times arisen between the King and his people, or great
men of this realm ; for the damage that hath and may thereof ensue
; it is commanded, that from henceforth none be so hardy to tell or
publish any false news or tales, whereby discord, or occasion of
discord or slander may grow between the King and his people, or the
great men of the realm ; and he that doth so, shall be taken and kept
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“... when a man doth compass or imagine the
death of our lord the king, or of our lady the queen,
or of their eldest son and heir; or if a man do violate
the king’s wife or the king’s eldest daughter unmar-
ried, or the wife of the king’s eldest son and heir; or
if a man do levy war against our lord the king in his
realm, or be adherent to the king’s enemies in his
realm, giving them aid and comfort in the realm, or
elsewhere, and thereof be probably attainted of open

deed by the people of their condition...”®

in prison, until he hath brought him into the court, which was the rst
author of the tale”

® 25 Edward |I| st. 5 ¢. 2, The Statutes of the Realm, i. 319-20. N1
¥ aAgue fiuiugd

“...quant home fait compasser ou ymaginer la mort nostre
Seigneur le Roi, ma dame sa compaigne, ou de lour tz primer & heir;
ou si home violast la compaigne le Roi, ou leisnesce lle le Roi nient
marie, ou la compaigne leisne ts & heir du Roi; & si home leve leve
de guerre contre nostre dit Seigneur le Roi en son Roialme, ou soit
aherdant as enemys nostre nostre Seigneur le Roi & le Roialme, donant
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a eux eid ou confort en son Roialme, ou per aillours, & ceo provable-
ment soit atteint de overt faite per gentz de lour condicion...” (Eleanor
Constance Lodge and Gladys Amy Thornton, English Constitutional
Documents 1307-1485 ([S.L]1: C.U.P., 1935). 22.)

z%ﬂm”ui@mLﬁmﬁmfgm@wmm@ Cressy, Dangerous Talk : Scandalous,
Seditious, and Treasonable Speech in Pre-Modern England. 40-41; John Gilbert
Bellamy, The Law of Treason in England in the Later Middle Ages (London:
Cambridge University Press, 1970). 59-60. @1ULUIAATIAEAIINRARIN
ﬂgumﬂiuumma lese- majeste VLNLﬂﬁﬂ\i'ﬂﬂﬁW@@N@\Wﬁ"ﬂL‘]JuVlf;I’ﬂNT‘LIsLu
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Bellamy, The Law of Treason in England in the Later Middle Ages., pp. 4, 11-13.

® 2 Richard I, st. 1 ¢. 5 il 1378 uaz 12 Richard II, c. 11 il 1388,
The Statutes of the Realm. AM%FUAMMIUNVBIARAINN scandalum magna-
tum 6 Patrick O’Callaghan, Rening Privacy in Tort Law (Heidelberg: Springer,
2012), 68-70.
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7 Bellamy, The Law of Treason in England in the Later Middle Ages,
114-115; Debora K. Shuger, Censorship and Cultural Sensibility: The Regulation
of Language in Tudor-Stuart England (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania
Press, 2006), 72-73.
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UszdRraninguuneg Bellamy, The Law of Treason in England in the Later
Middle Ages, 116-122; Isobel D. Thornley, “Treason by Words in the Fifteenth
Century,” The English Historical Review 32, no. 128 (1917): 556-561; Samuel
Rezneck, “Constructive Treason by Words in the Fifteenth Century,” The Amer-
ican Historical Review 33, no. 3 (1928).
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"4 Henry IV, c. 22, The Statutes of the Realm.

" Cressy, Dangerous Talk: Scandalous, Seditious, and Treasonable Speech
in Pre-Modern England, 46-47; Bellamy, The Law of Treason in England in the
Later Middle Ages, 116-122.
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“...wish, will or desire by words or writing, or
by craft, imagine, invent, practise, or attempt any
bodily harm to be done or committed to the king’s
most royal person, the queen’s or the heirs apparent,
or to deprive them of any of their dignity, title or name
of their royal estates, or slanderously and maliciously
publish and pronounce, by express writing or words,
that the king should be heretic, schismatic, tyrant,

indel or usurper of the crown...” *

" The Succession Act of 1534, 25 Henry VIII, c. 22. The Statutes of the
Realm. “...by writing or imprinting, or by any exterior act or deed, maliciously
procure or do, or cause to be procured or done, any thing or things to the
peril of your most Royal Person, or maliciously give occasion by writing, print,
deed or act, whereby your Highness might be disturbed or interrupted of the
Crown of this Realm”.

" The Treason Act, 26 Henry VIII, c. 13, The Statutes of the Realm.
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" Cressy, Dangerous Talk: Scandalous, Sediitious, and Treasonable Speech
in Pre-Modern England, 49-53. 6 Shagan, “Rumours and Popular Politics in the
Reign of Henry Viii,”
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'® An Act Against Seditious Words and Rumors, 1 and 2 Philip and Mary,
c. 3, The Statutes of the Realm, iv. 240. @\11‘1/1‘1:?[:;:‘17‘1' “speaking maliciously of his
own imagination, any false, seditious and slanderous News, Saying, or Tale of
the King or Queen”; 1 & 2 Philip & Mary, c. 9 m‘l:ﬂ‘t’ré"ﬁ “pray or desire that
God will shorten the Queen’s Day, or take her out of the way...” Wa% The
Treason Act 1554, 1 & 2 Philip & Mary, c. 10. ﬁmmqLfmamél,mmmmt,ﬁu
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" Fox, “Rumour, News and Popular Political Opinion in Elizabethan and
Early Stuart England,” 603.
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“...devise, write, print or set forth any Book, Rhime, Ballad,
Letter or Writing, containing any false, seditious and slanderous Mat-
ter, to the Defamation of the Queen, or to the stirring or moving of
any Rebellion ; or shall cause any such Book, Rhime, Writing, &c. to
be written, printed or published; or shall by setting of any Figure,
casting of Nativity, or by Calculation, Prophesying, Witchcraft, Conju-
ration, &c. seek to know, and shall set forth by express Words, Deeds
or Writings, how long the Queen shall live, or who shall reign as King
or Queen after her Decease; or shall utter any Prophecies to any such
Intent; or shall wish or desire the Death or Deprivation of the Queen,

or any thing to the same Effect...”
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in Pre-Modern England, 235.
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in the Reign of Louis Xv (Charlottesville; London: University Press of Virginia,
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¥ Treasonable and Seditious Practices Act, 36 George Ill, c. 7, The
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