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Abstract

The paper aims to study the origin of national culture
laws in Thailand during Phibunsongkhram Period (1938-1944).
A desire for the new spirit of the nation; discipline and
efficiency, was shared among new regime elites. Merged
with the new imported idea of culture, the new spirit itself
was expressed through individual’s good manners and
behaviors. The Phibunsongkhram government used various
means to promote and instruct people in the new kind of
culture. Inspired by the German “kulturrecht”, the national
culture law was eventually regulated in the 1940s. It was
of coercive and punitive nature. Although many official reports
from several provinces claimed success in law enforcement,
some evident also suggested that the law did enable the

abuse of power and atrocities.

Keyword: National Culture Laws, Nationalist Policy, Phibun-

songkhram Period (1938-1944)
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