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Abstract

This study creates a reflexive dialogue on homosexuality and Is-
lamic culture through an exploration of gender boundaries in an Islamic
school in Nonthaburi province. | focus on the practice by many Muslim
male students of “len pheuan,” a term signifying same-sex sexual activities
among their peers. Via same-sex skinship and bodily touch, they create a
sense of “brotherhood” without violating religious piety. | propose an ide-
ology amongst young Muslim men that interprets religious practices on
bodily principles in order to make them feel less guilty and sinful towards
their sexual desire. This paper reflects this ambiguous definition of (male)
same-sex relationships under the paradigm of Islamic schooling (pondok).
This constructed “bromance” highlights the fluidity of sexuality and its di-
verse dynamics. This study employs a reflexive ethnographic approach,
drawing upon my own experience and life history from when | was twelve
years old to answer critical and sensitive questions of Muslim homosexu-
ality through the experiences of rebellion, atonement, hidden desire and
loosing of the self under a religious discourse and textual interpretation
focused upon concepts of the body and sexuality in the Qur-an and Islam-
ic morality. This paper, therefore, utilizes the main concepts of homosoci-
ality to explain the context of socio-cultural and sexual relations by opening
the space for gay Muslim voices which have heretofore been hidden and

regarded as absent in Islamic fundamentalism in Thai society.

Keywords: Queer, Bromance, Gay Muslim, Memory, Reflexive Ethnography
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“cultural differences make the definition and
the shading of homosexuality different among
peoples. . . . But | see the real question as one of
sexual freedom; and sexual freedom transcends
cultures.” - Robert Bray, National Gay and Lesbian
Task Force (Massad, 2002: 363).
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