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Abstract

This article aims to study Thai popular music business during the
1980s in terms of change and expansion, drawing on a literature
review. It argues that the key factor that brought changes into
the business was the innovation in sound recording of using
cassette tape instead of vinyl, as well as the enforcement of the
Copyright Act in 1978. Meanwhile, the music industry reached
its pinnacle as a result of economic factors, such as the shift in
average growth of household incomes per month, the increased
possession of radios and televisions in each household, and the

intense marketing done by record labels during the time.

Keywords: Business history, Thai popular music business, cas-

sette tape
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