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An Ethnography of Infrastructure

Jakkrit Sangkhamanee
Faculty of Political Science,
Chulalongkorn University

Jakkrit.mail@gmail.com

Abstract

The article discusses the extension of ethnographic methodology, traditionally
focusing on humanistic relationships and cultures, to study infrastructure as part of
a non-modernist social assemblage. It explores the philosophical debates surrounding
the ontologies of infrastructure and asserts that the close look at an infrastructure
can provide a new insight into the understanding of posthumanist social. Highlighting
the symmetrical agency of human and nonhuman, the hybridity of science and
nonscience, as well as the coproduction of materials and meanings in the politics, poetics
and process of infrastructural assemblage, the article suggests that “infrastructural
inversion” can be employed as a pragmatic and conceptual tool in examining

the dynamics inside the infrastructure.
[Thammasat Journal, Volume 36 No.2, 2017]
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uidwsuTnssassiug UL fufenszuaumsiisimnssuitumsianssudeudenass
asi wazneliAnnsinusmiulumailsels msasiderofnidunadifugusssy
TugUuuvresszuulassadiefug il S1luniwes Latour (1999) ArsaxiFendn nisusenou
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diuegsasiiuazasiatiuie

feinanluudriimannsaianudilalasaisitug Swmneisruianedots
s 4 Avhendldlussuesty luguediduninedfldmslduuunids msueswuuilitunsli
AuAoN1IRSIaY (being) vaslassairsiiuguiilulnaninisusznavatiandetnguiifies
pgafer mnudidunisusenevaddlanuiendesiiifaorassnasiuandeiudianmiu
061989 uvesfileulesdednufifisAnsiiniesdnsnavinslvgvesnsuralsemuiiaue
amede o Ml ARlEuin Msdananswesdeding q Tuifistariduldldsynousedcdauans
Afutngiaiesinsnamamaluladusifiesvinidu mnuaiinsusznevaine Yiudeu wagns
FonadsnAneriduriudunisosmuuing sssumd syed dandouyud wagdedu
Snunnine deefigaudafiviliinssanising q lufiissusiduausa “dnsla Tuwdves
nstiaueUsziimaniuarwainaruduiuvesasinds Adunuszneuiiludesarie
WawnsuazgaaunmveswicInssunsvaUsemululsemelne (g Sangkhamanee, 2017)

doisudlanisiaseguasasadeiuguiidnuazeesnmsiuiisunnass uaz
Madeusguuaineinainvatsud il nsfinwmiiugissauniifelassaieiugiuiy

o w ' '

limsfiagdrinegusifisanmsdnywiranudleusingnsaiifssedn empiricality) Agfnw
annsosudiuldanmsdunmuuuiidausiuiniu mnusnsfiagsjshanudlafsanmzes
Usingnisalmandulussdunsdissegviionainendae dlallvdeduiluanisuyseine
Fofiiion luanudusdud nunmsinwidaninugissauuiunisiniuegianues
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Clifford Geertz (1973) Afuarumensnluguuuunifidosnisndnlinisdnundenfnug
sssnuduhaululnandifeseimsfinsaifisaudaruduiusidasednd ity mnu
msiilsianisiug mslirnamane wazlansimivessuanssing q luusingnisaliigndnwn
fhemsaudn “Sausssn” Aeesls ARedanuiBsniinenuunils (Ortner, 1997) dW3y Geertz
ud Tausssudusuiatoulasshsvesnsliaumnevesyud flodednnoogsoudag
nsfnwiausssy AfenisianudilaufuRnisnsiay nsdnnan3etisaumng

wiantuvesauBnludsay il “lassadrsiiugiu” Alddrsann “Tausssu” Tunifivszneu
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Todfinegweanms lunivesmavinyjueg futenniduaesdnidy-TngIdevesmsing

wennil IyweIneaefrundweensuuauresnisianudilausingnisalluldiiies

TusgAuisinen (MATBUNUTWIANUGITIUUIMUU thick description) waraaddne) (MsAAY

Pfaemyudidugudnans) wilu luieiigauds udiesiauneealunisudnnsdnwm
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= ! & < v | ] & 4 < 14 v

wnTu winseiu Adalalalulnaunweniavdelmsueaiunisusenavadnmiainusssy
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founduinitdamigideuldindulineunthifia lunisfnwlassaiieiiugiudy
fAnulalannsadily “eglu” Tassadrefiugiusing 1 18 deiannnsiisndilodu ey
Tudausssudng q veengunisdanvesuywd wutuudisasdnulasadeiugluds
yftusissauldedsls? Tunsufludesiiadniu Geoffrey C. Bowker (1994) Iéi3ataue
WAMINSAnTEenda “Infrastructural Inversion” wien1sdnun “laseadsiiugiuuuy
nduneneanly” Tuunanuvesanditedn “Information Mythology and Infrastructure” wag
aﬁﬂiwudgmL%ﬁ%ﬁwmaﬂwa:Lﬁammn%ﬂu Sorting Things Out wilsdeilundeusiuiu
Susan Leigh Star (Bowker & Star, 1999, pp. 34-46)

nsfinw “lassadeiiugruuuunduuensenty” fio arumenealunsviiliflassadhs
fuguiilinaennfuudannudmonfoinmmedsay Failuultdufiaznoneludouldiu

<3

44 & 17158735554A1G95



audnanuduiluides q uavavasiaeiiululuiian vieasiiluadlaifugnadivadlensvhnu
vdlassasiug g e inaayiniy mevhaudlalasaisiiuguuuunduuensenly
th Wrenwddyiunsuesdllunsussnevadwesnalulad uazdwing o dduduniialunis
nszuiinfennududoutaydeuluidoulosduiusiuveundotiomalulad ssuussidou uay
mwing 9 uazludndnunis Aauleufinsidunsidesvesiiuans wagnisislosweanis
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gt 4 Usznslunisdnuilassadieiug iy wazusiin Bowker wag Star azaoslassadng
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AIBVUINNTEATY mnﬁuhﬂuumlwuﬁgﬂﬁi’ﬁmﬁasﬁﬁﬁwLﬁuwwaﬁﬂugu 9 laasald nseSune
fedaring 9 AflnwuagiBnissdeidulusermsguuagszuumssiuunuenues Tumsdnw
Usngnsainisdsasidu ufiinsazadlaszuumshauvedassaiisiugnis 4 udnseiy
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Wi dAFIvesEmsTiaemesmsAnylasadeiiugu Ao nmevihenudlataganm
waznstnnevesdn q Wedyasiidituauinidussuufivhald (materilaity and texture)
Tngil Bowker wag Star sndegndliiiiuin SLuLam‘ﬁ'Limmﬁﬂﬂiaa%ﬁaﬁugmaﬂwmmgwuas
nsdndssnniu suldlddudedudgauainieisanismanedansihiy uilasedefiug
fanandasznauludieTganm Sdluiitfonnazliun Sauduan mslid gunsaldimsia
nnaxifou uazdiionns 1 luwdtuda lnssadafiugiudssenoudaedeing 4 Mduing wae
dasng q Bndrunusnndilaleing Wy 1esgiu msdanis msidenass mseensu msdeduld
Tumsnéuueneentuiiuy fAnwdsdnduiivsdesianudnlefdniusuesdsing q 191 Tums
Whandsgaudnnedimiu lddnasludnuugueanisiasuuse aduayy dauds vievinau
Famiu 1udu

Usgnsfiana Iunnsfarsaiaunsiefiuede sadsiugiilugiusfidy
d93adslsiiafivs (the indeterminacy of the past) nanalsidefifedn ieisuesdounduly
Tuefin nseSureing 4 fugendiudsulumunan YB3 UsEaunisel uazANuinaanau
wieatlesna 9 lumsvhenudilalaniidsuudacty luanussudaiensaylilaisodlnin
Tunnsnmsfnsusgiimansuazdsaumand Adnussdoundulufimnsanumngnisalsig q
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lassadeiugiunaznateiduainuasvessingnisainisderululneysens Bowker wag Star
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uiazauluniseduetnngmsaiiiduiignafadelassadrefiugiusng q egliites Ldu
szuumsiaUszian madndsdeya edesdieuuimnatisin nasnsuienaisuaznisuaniUasy
Ay utuuds edRugissauhislasadiiuguismsihmiiluns e
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ﬁiﬁlﬁENm'aéhLLamw%ammé’mﬂ’uﬁ'ﬁﬁﬂ%Qﬂﬁﬂﬁmsﬂ,ﬂﬂwiéﬂmaa%fwﬁyugm%ﬁ%ﬁﬂLLa::
nsuanImANLTiTIAave e Iﬂ'iaa%'wﬁugmhimﬁgﬂmaa’hLﬂuﬁsuumaaﬂizawgﬂismﬁ
\afpsasguudn winsnduluAnmlassaiisiugruuuunduuenoontuagyiliifiudonate
meluvesiuegaiiiningnads

WiyLEITIMUszsgavineiie msiiansanmaiieadsujiRnns (practical politics)
fiantumelulassaseiiugiu luudnils o msldauadlafussuussdou wnsgu waens
Fauszavluguuuusing q lugrusidumaluladidssnne warluvngifortufibunaman
auduiudITs e nanlidaifedn Tassadsiugunis q duinagdseneuludae
osUsznauiiiiunionin wu indesing Tanlassans Auildnuuasnisvuds uazesdussnou
WITEUU WU 10590 Nt sUkuY lUaudianimdneel nsivusidienassesAusenaulde
MEALARAS A TEuLE A T uFoswenAeTe N1919391 MIadeiusfing ua
nsfnfuresgnassiuing q Tuefetisvaamstsznavaindassadraiiugiusisiu fadu naves
mi‘i?imﬂiuiaﬁmﬁﬂmlﬁ%’uﬂmﬁaﬂaiﬂﬁﬁ’]ma&ﬂuimaa%’wﬁugmﬁ”’u Ll duiswddos
daadawiiu mnuddunamnainufduiusvesnisiflondafoinisseninaiauans
fvannvanede vieutnssinmadeniresdusznevdiulavedasiaineiugumsldsunish
Tlaasuduiiiuin wazdinlanslisumsgoulinnmemvesldfidunnileswesnisasis
wnsguAnsiadsiugiuuunis (g Jensen, 2016) aasdusznausing  ¥¥unsuszneudu
dnduszuulassadefiuguiiauld Tassadsitugufnanidasiuludessuusaido
ARNIAIY 9 WINWIE NITTAIUALAIUANNRNILALUIRNTFIUAINATY AdIukausidunisidios
Vi%auﬁuagﬂﬂumwﬁ’wLﬁumwuaaimm%’wﬁugma&mLL&Jﬂ"szaaﬂ (n Easterling, 2016; Carse &

Lewis, 2017) wilassassituguivatsazgmilowindussuudanadedslinudumsdes

Y
v

wilupuluasudilassadaiugiumaniddundius nldr1ves Bijker (2007) Aspasenda

€

v

Qe

“gaulumenisides” (thick with politics) Viadu
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wineud WeRinsunisuedlassaisiuguwuunduueneenluetislnddn 1519y
wuimguiieietne-fashidvinaesnannlunisarsnmngluedlassaineiugiu lugue
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Tumsfinusruuanudiiusvounietied-nsevimis q du lsimesesd ‘A0 udunfivsan
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msfinsanluljduiusvesszuuianany fifsuueshiudesmnililddinegudifieduns
Ussgnildnquiinierne-fnsssilunsinuideniiugassauridelasadeiugusiii

TumsfnuiBsninusssuuuusaiuiidunudidufuanmdn—ass 9 udilu
vanensdl uyudfuvandufuanafissuuudedeslu—lunisesuisanudu “daw”
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Tumgjtunelurusindu q maudiiujduius S uasvharudladsaudandriiiy
fuansvForundnluguuiiosuuniariiy wuluud edlsfengnasivesnsiiginay
szyilasmsiagldfumsinanlugusiuanamisdsanlumyin wadlasig@nwideniia
aztaevFoliimnuddyosninandnaudu 4 7 nsneudauiing e mmduuiengunsi
fmeiiasazdudossn '17?&é’asﬁua&jﬁ’w?wLLazUigLﬁuﬁﬂmmaﬂmﬁ%’aLﬂuasmmm

AMududaunazauduimsvendunusinlasfedinansniedeanlunisdne
dedtugissuuuuuanivduiansduldludnuasifieafufunsdne “dann” vos
Tassadrsiugu Alfnwddesinsanuiun mnuduius Ussifudon uandoniinsdnng
WAZNANTUIFLENIAT 9 D819520ATE I Larkin (2013) dn1900nsoUadNnLaEAINTNNIE
dsudlogtng Tnsauet msfinvuasnmseAnedaniiugssaunidhelnsadiiugu
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nsfnwlessadsiugulnsamewunduuensentutiu lutuusndFnuasfoadaweldiu
anadasiu neluveslassaduiiuguiszneudeiedeteiivannanesng 4 oxlsthe wdsmn
th fAnvasdondluismharedusevnanudlaudyulyy veuedetisla lunnuduiug
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melugsnan Andnudiifefiedliiiui fAnmdusfomseniindlasaisfiugrunds q
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avivelunanfieaiu (g Kirksey & Helmreich, 2010; Morita, 2016 tusiu) Wifiesnisany
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