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Abstract

Community forestry is one of the most important natural resources.
The concept of community participation has gained popularity as one way
of ensuring sustainable forest managements. Especially in Thailand, people
have been struggling for their rights to access to forests over predominant
ideology of state-centralized forestry control. This paper argues that
conflicts in the community forestry in Thailand are a clear case of the
politics of environmental policy. Two main theses are proposed: First, state
agencies have played a major role in constructing legitimacy to
communities. This is problematic when the state has significant control
over the ownership of the forestry. Second, Thailand has switched back
and forth between parliamentary democracy to military junta for decades,
which slows down the process of public participation in policy decision.
Finally, this study argues that environmental resources will be successfully
implemented by decentralized natural resource governance, and allow
local dwellers to share the rights, access and ownership to the community

forestry.

[Thammasat Journal, Volume 37 No. 2, 2018]

Keyword: Politics and Public Policy, Natural Resource Management, Rights,
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