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Abstract

This article aims at exploring the debate on diversification and polarization of
genders and sexualities, within Thai society, through yaoi novels. Although the existing
scholarship in Thai language claims its application of queer lens, the findings ironically
perpetuate the representation of gender diversity framed by patriarchal ideology. My
argument is to revisit the delimited application of queer reading and unacknowledged
literary convention in the academic discourse on Thai yaoi novels. Ro Ruea Nai
Mahasamut’s yaoi novels are employed in this pilot study. The research unravels
queerness embedded in Thai yaoi novels through fluctuating genders and sexualities
entailed by challenges against the Omegaverse convention derived from fan culture.
Furthermore, regarding the novels as queer texts, patriarchy is undermined and
destabilized by the problematic father figures, the absence of fathers and the
symbolically incestuous relationship between fathers and sons. The analysis should
potentially subvert the heteronormative dominance, endorsing queerness as spirit of

resistance through yaoi writings.

Keywords: Yaoi, Boys’ Love (BL), Thai novel, Gender diversity, Queer
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