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* “The King’s Patriarch”: The King’s Creation of the Supreme Patriarch in accordance with the
Provisions of the Constitution and Sangha Act (Part II).
** Krich Pooyeeyama
919159U sz IRAERS NININESUSTINAENS



848 m Msasdamans

UNANED

@ .

winsesyUygRnuraidaviiuntygAse Yt sesgduavesnssumingnsd

g7} A7)

[

Tunsanwaudansydaasy uinaldinnsusesauionsedamluusazadedong
Hunsdiinszumndniansdinsenvsnaduiiunasiinnainigsssuyalunisaavun
gwﬁfumﬁﬂﬁﬁmén Wil unSygRReiunsanwaudansedessnumse Sy
anzasiiudios “unveeen” Tiwsesesunamaigsrayaludesiiiaudaaunn
etuiintiu TeannnisAnsinuirSgsssuynduduundsfiuwimsz s ves
wsgmnEnislunmsanivugtunsinalidnuuruusidsulunuusiasdiana ndnde
ngunasidenaadineiiusinglusuvesigessuyganiaUssndg udnngrunotilunis
Sgosuuny wasunUyaRsgesuuyanednualdnys Lwﬂﬂ'jﬁgﬁiim@é’uﬂumeﬁmLm'a
wizdvzsInglusluuule deiiaasamalseTemanslauandliiiuegnsdnmuin
nsldnszssusludedivemszamndesddudulumunisannemuusivesine
W13 dmsutuneunagisnsanemuuziie dheuimssdsvauiuinenmyadind,
LﬁU@%@ﬂﬂJLﬁﬁ]‘Wiui’]‘U’]ﬂmuﬁﬁﬂmﬁmﬁaﬂiuﬁﬁu Wielsmssmsznganlusands aandudy
dufansydensny Vil ﬂmﬁN‘UWUENNi]ulﬂiUﬂ’l’iﬁﬂ’l‘Uu’lﬂE]LU‘uﬁllLﬁlﬁ]'Wﬁ ¥I1U AU
onlagaanlasannmdni WUUBHULABI TUtuRBULaY aﬁﬂﬂsamﬂmsmmﬂmauumm
wazmismzlm‘umiamﬂmmjuu finsdafoufuatumnaunssyananeidunguaneaiin
Uszinel uaznendgniundya@liluarednvaldnuslunnns 7 assraeuazissnany
wiwsesudydRnnzass wa. 2505 udludiininlnensessdydinuzasd (tuil 2)
WA, 2535 Tai) MsAMENNATANLAT 7 I53RdRNALITIAEURINa gneninlulnena
voenszrsgifnmuzad (atufl 3) w.e. 2560 damﬁﬂﬁﬂgwmmﬁmﬂizszﬁiuﬁaqﬁ
ndunfinaldTesiuEnads mzariy funeunasitnsaaduiauianssdeeidouin
s1nnsuszaruiusznisdieuimsiviheausasd Ussnmsdidgyfenuautfvosauna
wszsvauzigldsumsanvunduanfenssdasvidinsieadugiionlagegalaeg
augudng

o 1Y

AdARY:  auRINTEAINIY WIET1UEIUNY NesRMInER3dnelasgeTIIYY



47 : 4 (51497A4 2561) 849

Abstract

Although the provisions of the Sangha Act address the royal prerogative to
appoint the Supreme Patriarch, each appointment can be understood as the
exercise of royal prerogative, to appoint the title, which is vested in the monarch by
the Constitution. It should be noted that the provisions on the appointment of the
Supreme Patriarch in the Sangha Act is only a “clarification” of the constitutional
prerogative on this matter. This research has found that the Constitution, which
prescribes the royal prerogative for the appointment of titles, has been changed
over time. The norm with regard to the appointment has appeared in various forms:
constitutional customary law, general principle of constitutional law, and written
provisions of the Constitution. Despite all forms that the constitutional prescription
of royal prerogative has taken, historical facts have clearly supported that the
exercise of the royal prerogative on this matter must be all in accordance with the
advice of the Executive. The procedure of submitting the advice to the monarch is
carried out by the Executive, in coordination with the Sangha, submitting the names
of qualified monks of Somdej Phra Racha Kana rank to the King to appoint the
Supreme Patriarch. The qualification of a prospective Supreme Patriarch is the
Somdej Phra Racha Kana of the most seniority ordination-wise. These formalities on
the procedure, including the appointment and the qualifications of the candidates,
have been repeatedly practiced and accordingly became customary law, and were
later codified into the second and third paragraph of Section 7 of the Sangha Act
B.E. 2505 as amended by the Sangha Act (No.2) B.E. 2535. As those two paragraphs
were repealed by the Sangha Act (No.3) B.E. 2560, the customary law on the matter
has become effective again. Therefore, the procedure and the appointment of the
Supreme Patriarch must be commenced with the coordination between the
Executive and the Sangha. In particular, the Somdej Phra Racha Kana who is to be

appointed as the Supreme Patriarch must be the most senior monk ordination-wise.

Keywords: The Supreme Patriarch, Royal Prerogative, Constitutional Monarchy
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