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Abstract

According to the principle of a “Constitutional Monarchy” democratic
regime following the revolution in B.E. 2475, the king as the head of state may hold
power only in accordance with the constitution. The constitutional provision on the
king’s prerogative to create titles and confer decorations is held as the source of
authority of the king to create the supreme patriarch. However, the provision was
first written in the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2492. It is then
undeniable that in the two previous creations of the supreme patriarch (in B.E. 2481
and 2488), the law that is the source of authority of the king was “Constitutional
Customary Law” related to the prerogative to create titles and confer decorations.
The affirmation of the existence of the rule that appears as a “customary law”
needs to identify the elements that created such rule, by synthesising the evidence
related to the royal practice to decorate the supreme patriarch since the absolute
monarchy until the post-revolution democracy.
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