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Abstract

In Thailand, a privy councilor is a position appointed at the King’s pleasure
since the reign of His Majesty King Chulalongkorn (Rama V), which was the era of
absolute monarchy. The law stated that a privy councilor is responsible for assisting
the king in all official issues, which would facilitate the administration of state affairs
and cities throughout the Kingdom, promoting peaceful existence for inhabitants. After
the Siamese revolution of 1932, the Privy Council was abolished by the newly
installed democratic government. However, a coup d'état in 1947 led to the
reintroduction of the Privy Council, and this system has continued to the present day.
Meanwhile, almost all constitutions have established a privy council position,
including a duty to advise after consultation with the King for all royal missions, as
well as other roles provided by the Constitution. These include duties related to
amending the Palace Law of Succession, B.E. 2467 (1924), relating to the regent; the
appointment and removal of royal servants; Senate appointments; and countersigning
royal commands during constitutional amendment referendums. Therefore, privy
councilor status remains an inherent problem, as a concept adopted from the
absolute monarchy regime, and its origin does not have democratic legitimacy. The
Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand assigns privy councilors other responsibilities
as well, which makes the Privy Council’s existence increasingly problematic and

inconsistent with democratic principles.
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