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Abstract

Hot spring is a valuable resource to the country’s tourism. The legal system
then should set up a suitable and efficient framework for its administration. This
article explores the legal frameworks for managing hot springs in South Korea and
Thailand (using ones in Ranong Province as an example in this study), conducts a
comparative analysis of the two legal frameworks, as well as makes some

recommendations for the development of the laws in the Thai structure.
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The study finds that the legal framework in South Korea contains all the
details necessary for the entire administration of hot springs, including the source of
the law, especially the Hot spring Act which comprehensively collects the rules for
operating hot springs, the systematic terminologies of hot spring management’s
components, the clear structure and relationship between organizations and
government personnel responsible for managing hot springs, the various legal tools to
permit and control hot spring uses, as well as the clear criteria for private
participation. On the other hand, the legal framework in Thailand still lacks these
essential elements. Recommendations for the development of the Thai legal system
are therefore to formulate and improve all the necessary elements for the
management of hot springs, and concern that public interest and freedom and
participation of the private in using hot spring water are taken into account in a

balanced way.

Keywords: Public Administration, Legal Framework for Hot Springs Management,

South Korean Legal System, Thai Legal System
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10 Bae Gun Yee, ‘A Study on the Ex-Post Evaluation of Hot Spring Act’ (2016) Korea Legislation
Research Institute <https://www.klri.re.kr/eng/publication/1653/view.do> duduiilo 18 NYFAINIBU 2563.

1 gannsdrsaalud w.e. 2556 (9 Asia Hotspring Industry, ‘Overview’ <https://globalwellnessinstitute.org/
wp-content/uploads/2018/12/2016-Asia-Hot-Spring-Industry-overview-Sam-Foster.pdf> &U A dle 18 Aamnau
2564).
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https://globalwellnessinstitute.org/%0bwp-content/uploads/2018/12/2016-Asia-Hot-Spring-Industry-overview-Sam-Foster.pdf
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20nAUAIEIUTE51USUR (Enforcement Decree of the Hot Spring Act) 3adarnun

o

12 sgﬁmiﬁaﬁms‘%au 11951 1 Awdaniainnisulaedidlididuninisvesfi@suainduadu (see
<https://elaw.klri.re.kr/eng_mobile/ganadaDetail.do?hseq=57090&type=abc&key=HOT%20SPRING%20ACT&p
aram=H> accessed 4 March 2023) 71 ‘The purpose of this Act is to contribute to promotion of public
welfare, revitalization of regional economy, etc. by devising adequate protection for, and efficient

development and utilization of hot springs’.


https://elaw.klri.re.kr/eng_mobile/ganadaDetail.do?hseq=57090&type=abc&key=HOT%20SPRING%20ACT&param=H
https://elaw.klri.re.kr/eng_mobile/ganadaDetail.do?hseq=57090&type=abc&key=HOT%20SPRING%20ACT&param=H
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