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Abstract

The general election on March 24, 2019, based on the 2017 Constitution,
introduced a new electoral system and several significant changes on election
management. The purposes of this research were to evaluate and study the new
system and to recommend how to improve the electoral system and election
management of Thailand. Regarding the electoral system, according to the 2017
Constitution, there are Members of Parliament (MPs) elected through a majority
principle in constituencies, as well as MPs from the party list through proportional
representation. However, the election for party list MPs no longer existed. The
number of MPs a party receives from the party list is now calculated based on the
total votes the party’s candidates receive from all constituencies. This system,
referred to as the “one-ballot system,” allows voters to cast their vote using only one
ballot. However, this system has caused numerous problems, particularly the
complexity of calculations. There were multiple methods for calculating the results,
each leading to different outcomes, which gave certain parties advantages or
disadvantages during negotiations to form a coalition. Another issue was the significant
increase (4.5 times) in the number of candidates, which resulted in errors for election
management.

The “one ballot system” for electing two types of MPs should be changed.
The author recommends that Thailand should revert to a “two-ballots system” with
two alternatives: (1) the Parallel System, as outlined in the 1997 and 2007
Constitutions, or (2) the Proportional Representation System, where the votes for
party list MPs are calculated to determine the number of MPs each party should
receive. However, in 2021, an amendment to the 2017 Constitution was passed, which
reverted Thailand’s electoral system back to the Parallel System. This system was
used in the general election on May 14, 2023. Therefore, it is important to compare
and study whether the parallel system is truly suitable for Thailand.

In term of election management, provincial election commissions were

abolished and replaced by “provincial election inspectors.” However, according to



q 5T asarsilimans

this study, the provincial election inspectors have proven to be ineffective. And one
of the most significant issues with election management was the lack of the candidate
names and party affiliations on the ballot papers. This created difficulties for voters, as
they had only the candidate numbers to rely on when making their choices. Another
problematic aspect was Gerrymandering, which involved the manipulation of
constituencies, leading to unfair election. Additionally, the pre-election voting process
for voters unable to visit the polling station on election day was overly complicated
and caused numerous problems. All of these issues were identified during the 2019
election and continue to persist. Therefore, it is crucial to conduct a study of the

election held on May 14, 2023, to improve Thailand’s future election management.

Keywords: one-ballot system, two-ballot system, parallel system, proportional

representation, electoral system
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