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Abstract

The new era of fake news originating with the 2016 US presidential election
has made many countries aware that spreading false information does not only affect
individuals like in the past, but also society, economic system, culture, politics, and
democracy. An important factor is the Internet and social media, which makes the
forwarding and sharing of news faster and wider. Many countries are rushing to find
measures including the legal measures to deal with the spread. Thailand also faces
this problem. In the past, beside setting up an anti-fake news center by Thai
government, a network of facts checking by the public sector and the process for
media literacy for the public are also established. However, in terms of legal
measures, a problem that should be studied about the existence of the specific law
dealing with the spread of false information in online media in Thailand. If it is not the
case, is it necessary and how to legislate the specific law? If the law already exists,
how effective is the law? Are there any issues to consider by the state especially the
law affecting the rights and freedoms of citizens and the freedom of the media
presenting news?

According to the study, many countries still choose to use measures to “Self-
Regulation” in private sectors, “Fact Checking Network” and creating “Media Literacy”.
Rather than using strict but vague laws. However, some countries have enacted new
laws or amended existing laws for this purpose. In addition to imposing offenses on
those who spread false information, it also specifies a variety of data management
methods, such as blocking access, ordering service providers to delete data or
suspend the use of online accounts. There are even announcements to warn users
about areas where false information is frequently spread. For Thailand, currently the
Computer related Crime Act of 2007 already has provisions to manage false
information in online media. But there are still many problems, such as not having a
definition of false information, lack of diversity in management methods and the

imbalance between controlling false information and protecting civil liberties. This
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should be revised by setting a framework for interpreting the term “false information”,
adding, or modifying methods for dealing with that information. Even enacting
provisions to deal with false information in specific laws instead of dealing with all
matters of false information with a single law like in the present due to the risks of

being used as a political tool, or infringes too much on people's freedoms.

Keywords: fake news, disinformation, social media, freedom of press
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° Peter Dizikes, ‘Study: On Twitter, false news travels faster than true stories’ MIT News (March 2018)
<https://news.mit.edu/ 2018/study-twitter-false-news-travels-faster-true-stories-0308> dudule 15 qmmﬁ’uﬁ‘ 2565.
10 9 Sadig Muhammed and Saji K Mathew, ‘The disaster of misinformation: a review of research in

social media’ (2022) 4 International Journal of Data Science and Analytics 271, 274.
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'L ¢ Regina Rini, ‘Fake News and Partisan Epistemology’ (2017) 2S Kennedy Institute of Ethics Journal 43,
43-63; Axel Gelfert, ‘Fake News: A Definition’ (2018) 1 Informal Logic 84, 84-117 and David O Klein and
Joshua R. Wueller, ‘Fake news: a legal perspective’ (2017) 10 Journal of Internet Law 5, 5-13.

12 Jennifer Kavanagh and Michael D Rich, An Initial Exploration of the Diminishing Role of Facts and
Analysis in American Public Life (RAND 2018) 9.

13 ¢ Jessica Pepp, Eliot Michaelson and Rachel Sterken, ‘What’s New about Fake News’ (2019) 2
Journal of Ethics and Social Philosophy 67, 67; Romy Jaster and David Lanius, ‘What Is Fake News?’ (2018)
127 Versus 207, 207-224 wag Ryan M Walters, ‘How to Tell a Fake: Fighting Back against Fake News on the
Front Lines of Social Media’ (2018) 1 Texas Review of Law and Politics 111, 111.
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14 Melissa Zimdars, ‘Introduction: What is Fake News?’ in Melissa Zimdars and Kembrew Mcleod (eds)
Fake News: Understanding Medlia and Misinformation Digital Age (The MIT Press 2020) 2.

15 pdude findesing wasSayauumnaly aulnyad, “91ams : Jamuagannuviome’ (2561) 2 11515393
nany. 174, 178.

16 57030l awlniee, ‘Suilendu fake news’ (Thaipublica, 1 4N31AN 2562) <https://thaipublica.org/2019/01/
varakorn-278/> Auduiile 6 fiunaa 2566.

17 3laassa a93lavnwa, Fake News Fighter nalnnisasinaeudaivasalusiosnlnsimiuazdesda
(lo.soa.n3uis Bd 2564) 31.

18 9819 32.
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19 Cherilyn Ireton and Julie Posetti (1198550 7) waz Claire Wardle (1899550 8).

20 oy sUNN LI TY Fact-checker wazAoauilasiuszdn Co-fact Thailand, aigns Yasnd ussansnisiie
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2 Joshua Habgood-Coote, ‘Stop Talking about Fake News!” (2019) 9-10 Interdisciplinary journal of
Philosophy 1033, 1037.
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2 Claire Wardle (1%30550 8).
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woodheadpublishing.com/literary-devices/parody> dududle 20 fuau 2565

3 e,

32 Daniel Funke, ‘A satirical fake news site apologized for making a story too real’ (Poynter,
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https://thematter.co/thinkers/poeslaw/26224
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% Steve Daly, ‘How do journalists fix mistakes after spreading fake news?” News Literacy Matters
(September 2019) <https://newsliteracymatters.com/2019/09/04/q-how-do-journalists-fix-mistakes-after-
spreading-fake-news/> dududle 22 funau 2565.

% Ullrich K H Ecker, Stephan Lewandowsky and Ee Pin Chang and Rekha Pillai, ‘The effects of

subtle misinformation in news headlines’ (2014) 4 Journal of experimental psychology 323, 323.
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57 BGBI. I S. 3352.

% Kosma Ztotowskii, ‘German law against online hate speech and fake news, and the Commission'’s
view’ (European Parliament, January 2018) <https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/P-8-2018-
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% Das Netzwerkdurchsetzungsgesetz article 2 (1).

9 Das Netzwerkdurchsetzungsgesetz article 1 (4).

41 Das Netzwerkdurchsetzungsgesetz article 1 (2).

%2 Das Netzwerkdurchsetzungsgesetz article 3d-3f.

% Das Netzwerkdurchsetzungsgesetz article 3 (2) 2.

% Das Netzwerkdurchsetzungsgesetz article 3 (2) 3.
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% The Protection from Online Falsehoods and Manipulation Act 2019 article 2.
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% The Protection from Online Falsehoods and Manipulation Act 2019 article 7 (1).
0 The Protection from Online Falsehoods and Manipulation Act 2019 article 7 (2).
! The Protection from Online Falsehoods and Manipulation Act 2019 article 7 (3).
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%2 Marine Guillaume, ‘Combating the manipulation of information - a French case’ (Hybrid CoE
Strategic Analysis, 16 May 2019) 4 <https://www.hybridcoe.fi/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/HybridCoE_SA

16_manipulation-of-information_.pdf> dudidle 5 WOWAIAN 2565.


https://www.hybridcoe.fi/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/HybridCoE_SA_16_manipulation-of-information_.pdf
https://www.hybridcoe.fi/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/HybridCoE_SA_16_manipulation-of-information_.pdf
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3 “‘Proposition de loi n°799 relative a la lutte contre les fausses informations’ (Assemblée Nationale)
<https://www.assemblee-nationale.fr/dyn/15/textes/l15b0799 proposition-loi> duduidle 5 NOWNIAUN 2565

5% Proposed Organic Law Against Manipulation of Information, No. 772 kag Proposed Bill on the Fight
Against the Manipulation of Information, No. 799.


https://www.assemblee-nationale.fr/dyn/15/textes/l15b0799_proposition-loi
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%5 Chih-Chieh Yang, ‘Fighting Against Disinformation from Foreign Forces? Or Suppressing Criticism
from Domestic Opposition Parties?’ (2023) 1 Asia-Pacific journal on Human Rights and the Law 43, 52-55.

% Agricultural Products Market Transaction Act article 6 (2) and 35 (2).

5" Food Administration Act article 15-1 and 18-3.

%8 Food Administration Act article 3.

% Act Governing Food Safety and Sanitation article 46-1.



858 AL Msarsdamans

[

YeaNInlidmusuUsEnIu AL el LaingAuveIduAIfINg )
“9113” NnmualussUggRnisdanisanuemslutenau
4) SyUnaianislesiuiarAunsednsiivs (The Disaster Prevention and Protection
Act) fiwualit glanauimeunsinidevsedeyanldiduninuniaiediuienda suneliin
= ! N v v ° I a N v @ = o I a

ANMUEEMBLAYIEYIYUNS DU fossedlnedianldiiuaiuy Ands nieusuldifu
1,000,000 peaanskaniu® wazminnisnszvidananlumgligdudunnnume gnsevi
o ° aa N o & @ A Y& v v Yo o o

pasrelnyANaendin visedAnasidny dnuduwgliaulasudunseania seandng
ANFIAAINTIEUT

q

[V

5) FyUnalinismunulsafnge (Communicable Disease Control Act) innualv

ANEWNIYIFe visedeyailignasuieiiun1izn1sunsszuin (Epidemic conditions) @t

lsafinsie Fadanaliinainuidemeunuseyvunionou sesseaineusulidiiu 3,000,000

[y v
v a o va a

ARAATSLANTUS NIT A1971 “A178N15uNsIEUIn” (Epidemic conditions) TusgUnyelAdl

( y
v '
A a

mneanin nefisauiielsefadefifetulufuiled uiivisutisnailanaimis
Auniduuiimely viewdlofansszuinuuungu®

aglsfiniy dheguassalunstoduldngmuneiudlalm Inganzednadangmng
awatundsiignseidianuianiseg Milknszuiunisdifiuafdeudiegisnuagsios
nsgviogasauany dwadldsrezine (@oswtunsnduaufiafifineuiunsnaseainu
fafinszurumsligesn) luvaeiinismeunitoyafioniedadoutu luunnfidmansemy
sevUszrvuLardsnulunininaglunadusiagy lunafoaiiuanigualdviuia
Wenld SylayelAdnmenissnwinnuasuseusaenedand (The Social Order Maintenance
Act) ?a'fﬂLﬂuﬂawmsﬁﬁwﬁmzﬁaﬁﬂﬂLﬁafﬁﬂmiﬁzwﬂuﬁmﬁagjLLéJmﬂ%agjﬂasﬂ%gﬂ RIPREY
N33UIUNITINERAEIINTINIS Taeu1ns 63 wisiglydRindiemsdnwiauaauisauses
yadany fatueldt fiifldusalungfinssule 9 deluil desdinuindslifuautu nieusy

T3isAiy 30,000 Aoaashariulvd... (5) NswnsnseaneddeludnwuziiganaNazTunau

80 Act Governing Food Safety and Sanitation article 3 (1).

61 Disaster Prevention and Protection Act article 53 (3).

62 Disaster Prevention and Protection Act article 53 (4).

63 Communicable Disease Control Act article 63.

64 Communicable Disease Control Act article 4.

6 Chih-Chieh Yang (1399550 55) 58.
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% Social Order Maintenance Act article 63 (5).
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