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Abstract

Currently, Thai law does not explicitly provide for unpaid leave, leading to
difficulties in interpreting its legality. Specifically, there is uncertainty as to whether such
leave conflicts with Section 75 of the Labor Protection Act B.E. 2541 (1998), which
requires employers to pay partial wages to employees during temporary business
closures. This article examines relevant legal provisions, guidelines issued by the
Department of Labor Protection and Welfare, relevant court rulings, and common
practices in Thailand. The analysis concludes that unpaid leave is legally permissible
under Thai law, provided that a clear end date is specified and the employer obtains
the employee’s explicit consent. Furthermore, such consent must be given voluntarily
and without coercion or due to misunderstanding.

Keywords: leave without pay, furlough, labor protection
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