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Abstract

Thailand’s Narcotics Code only provides three approaches for drug users to
enter treatment. The first is to enter treatment voluntarily under Section 113. The
second is to enter treatment voluntarily by informing the officers when the person is
discovered by the Office of the Narcotics Control Board (ONCB) staff, administrative
officers, or police under Section 114. The last approach is used when the court considers
the circumstances of the case inappropriate to punish the defendant, and the defendant
agrees to enter treatment; the court may send the defendant to a drug rehabilitation
center for treatment under Section 168. In addition, the Narcotics Code does not specify
the legal consequences in the case of unsuccessful treatment under Section 114. The
third paragraph of Section 114 merely provides that the drug treatment facilities or
rehabilitation centers responsible for treatment must compile the individual's history,
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information, and behavior of each patient for use in considering whether to admit them
for treatment. This loophole permits drug users to claim that they wish to enter the
treatment system first, only to subsequently depart to avoid prosecution and then
leave the system later because their history is only recorded.

This documentary research involved examining all relevant documents related
to drug treatment issues. Based on the study, narcotic laws in several countries—
specifically Japan, the United States, and Portugal—provide more pathways to enter
treatment than what is prescribed in the Narcotics Code of Thailand. For example, drug
addicts can enter treatment if there is a report from a doctor who found that the person
is addicted to drugs from a physical examination. Also, drug addicts can enter treatment
if there is a request from a person related to the drug addict.

Therefore, additional channels should be provided to allow drug addicts greater
access to treatment, in order to enhance the effectiveness of the country’s drug
addiction problem-solving efforts, which, if left unaddressed, could lead to other social
issues. Furthermore, Section 114 should be amended to clearly define the legal
consequences, while still preserving the original intent of the provision to give drug

users an opportunity for rehabilitation.

Keywords: Drug addiction treatment, Drug addiction rehabilitation, Narcotics Code,

Drug law
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* Narcotics and Psychotropics Control Act Article 58-5.
% Goro Koto and others, ‘Drug use, regulations and policy in Japan’ (Japan Advocacy Network for Drug
Policy 2020) 4.

®7 Narcotics and Psychotropics Control Act Article 58-6.

8 Narcotics and Psychotropics Control Act Article 58-8.

% Narcotics and Psychotropics Control Act Article 58-6.

© fnddey daniduiug, ‘MsfnwingrunesandnlusiisUszing : Anvilawiznsd UssinadUu d¥ee
ainwosuaun Lweosliu lusang dangu wazanigeisny’ (denreldlasinsidslalunseiminszidmaiuse
NraIAldYIAR1NY 2556) 121.

1 Narcotics and Psychotropics Control Act Article 58-12.
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NARA) Gﬁaﬁmumw;:iamml,awaﬂﬁgﬂ&gﬁam’hazLﬁﬂ@iaﬂgwmasuaq%’gmaﬂmﬂmu'ﬁmﬁaﬂ
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%2 Kazutaka lkeda and others, ‘Required Research Activities to Overcome Addiction Problems in Japan’
(2021) 35(1) Taiwanese Journal of Psychiatry 6, 7.

% Paul Christensen, ‘Symptomatic Trauma: Japan, Drug Addiction, and the Limits of Treatment’ (2021)
24(2) Social Science Japan Journal 1 <https://wordpress.rose-hulman.edu/christen/wp-content/uploads/sites/
173/2022/10/jyab025 pdf> duduiile 22 ganay 2567.

% Kazutaka lkeda and others (1399550 42) 7.

S agaui s 3nw uazefiv dAlausana, ‘ngvnenistinenawdnSsuifisuanizousniuazsussinalng’
(2566) 16(2) NIEINTLUIUNNTLATITU 49, 49.

% gnide Banideiug, ‘nsfnwingranssaninlusiicUszng : Anviawiznsd Ussmaduu Wiea
dnwosuaun lwasiiu lUsana sangy uazanizalsn’ (Wesse 40) 285.

7 (fieda 294,
% \fiage 294-295.
© agaui InS3nw uazgilw aalawsana (Fsessa 45) 49.
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0 Steven B Friedman, George L Horvat, and Robert B Levinson, ‘The Narcotic Addict Rehabilitation Act:
its impact on federal prisons’ (1982) 11(1) Contemporary Drug Problems 101<https://heinonline.org/HOL/
LandingPage?handle=hein.journals/condp11&div=148&id=&page=> dududle 7 Suanau 2567,

51 ifiedne 101.

52 Syned 2EIsEgYned (Bessa 18) 48.

5 oot Inssnw uazgliv) Aalawsana (Bsossn 45) 54.

5% The Narcotic Addict Rehabilitation Amendments of 1971 Chapter 42 - Narcotic addict rehabilitation.

(Qﬁiuwaﬁ’mﬁﬂﬁﬁ https://tile.loc.gov/storage-services/service/ll/uscode/uscode 1982-01604/
uscode1982-016042042/uscode1982-016042042.pdf)

%> The Narcotic Addict Rehabilitation Amendments of 1971 §3412.

% The Narcotic Addict Rehabilitation Amendments of 1971 §3411.

5" The Narcotic Addict Rehabilitation Amendments of 1971 §3412.
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%8 The Narcotic Addict Rehabilitation Amendments of 1971 §3412.

% The Narcotic Addict Rehabilitation Amendments of 1971 §3412.

0 The Narcotic Addict Rehabilitation Amendments of 1971 §3413.

¢! The Narcotic Addict Rehabilitation Amendments of 1971 §3413.

62 The Narcotic Addict Rehabilitation Amendments of 1971 §3413.

5 The Narcotic Addict Rehabilitation Amendments of 1971 §3414.
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ot A 2001 Sgunalussnalaufsungranglmdlvimsianuwasnisaseunses
WislddnimalsiAuniiinansgimue i liduanufinoign nausnginduanissea
ponuIfinafiAinduLning uenanduaviineaninzanasuda Seiililsadiinan
msfnderinmsliiduiaendiuiu Wy msfaideetleivielifasul anasdnde
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voswsazyaradmiunsiilussezim 10 Tu” asdidldingunedlilivinlfenaniaduded

5 |fiagna.

5 \fiadna.

68 Ximene REGO and others, ‘20 years of Portuguese drug policy - developments, challenges and the
quest for human rights’ (2021) 16(1) Substance Abuse Treatment, Prevention, and Policy 1 <https://pmc.
ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC8285857/pdf/13011_2021 Article_394.pdf> duduidle 10 Aonau 2567.

 ‘Portugal’s Approach to Treating Addiction’ (Pacific Intervention & Recovery Solutions, 9 April 2023)
<https://pacificinterventions.com/portugal-approach-to-treating-addiction/> dududle 10 Awneu 2567.

70 Mirjam Van Het Loo, Ineke Van Beusekom, and James P Kahan, ‘Decriminalization of Drug Use in
Portugal: The Development of a Policy’ (2002) 582(1) The Annals of the American Academy of Political and
Social Science 60 <https://www.jstor.org/stable/1049733?seq=1> dududle 10 Awnes 2567.

™ fnady @awnieiug, ‘ngvanseaminvesUssmalusaina: suuuummvnmelunisudledameonanin
Drug Law in Portugal: The Challenge of Solution to Drugs Problems’ (11483350 11) 1.

2 Lei n.° 30/2000, de 29 de Novembro (@ﬂaumaaﬂmﬁﬂﬁﬁ' https://perma.cc/S4VS-4LQR)

7 fnaty @awiuiug, ngranseaninvesssmealusaina: dunuuanuimelunisudledagmenando
Drug Law in Portugal: The Challenge of Solution to Drugs Problems’ (1848550 11) 5.

™ Lei n.° 30/2000, de 29 de Novembro Artigo 2.° 1

(@ﬁ"mmﬁmﬁﬂﬁﬁ https://perma.cc/S4VS-4LQR)

® Lei n.° 30/2000, de 29 de Novembro Artigo 2.° 2.
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Drug Law in Portugal: The Challenge of Solution to Drugs Problems’ (1848350 11) 12.
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8 Lei n.° 30/2000, de 29 de Novembro Artigo 10.° 1.
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87 Caitlin E Hughes and Alex Stevens, ‘The Effects of Decriminalization of Drug Use in Portugal’ (The
Beckley Foundation Drug Policy Programme 2007) 1-2 <https://www.researchgate.net/publication/238070854
The_Effects of Decriminalization of Drug Use in Portugal> dududle 29 AINNIAN 2567.

8 \fiadne 2.
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% Lei n.° 30/2000, de 29 de Novembro Artigo 17.°.
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°Z Lei n.° 30/2000, de 29 de Novembro Artigo 15.° Sangoes 2.

3 Caitlin E Hughes and Alex Stevens (1339530 87) 2.
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T Lei n.° 30/2000, de 29 de Novembro Artigo 12.°.
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