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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to 1) investigate the negotiation
of meaning, and 2) analyze the sign consumption of the misfortune year
in Thai society. This was a qualitative research. The researcher spent
three months collecting and analyzing data. The data were collected
from the in-depth interview of four groups of the key informants for the
total of eleven persons, these were: the learners of the Chinese history,
including the persons who believed in the misfortune year and those
who used to attend the ritual to solve the misfortune year (the
descendent of Chinese, Thai-Chinese, and Thai). The researcher had
also searched for the secondary data from printed materials and
electronics media.

The results of the research showed that there were negotiation of
meaning in Thai society from beliefs to rituals to solve the misfortune
year through medium communication, opinion leaders and the ritual to
solve the misfortune year. Besides, the result revealed the attempt to
expand the beliefs in the misfortune year made an extra alchemy

holiness and accommodated the ritual to solve the misfortune year.
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In terms of the sign consumption of misfortune year in Thai society, the
result also showed that it extended further from the traditional beliefs
to wider areas. Therefore, the idea of misfortune year was made to
involve more commercial, cover products and services that communicated
to public to enhance prosperity. Despite the fact that the sign
consumption was made to proceed the ritual to solve the misfortune
year, those who were in the misfortune year had to make their living
by focusing on the original essence of the misfortune year which stressed
on conscience. Moreover, being the message receivers, they had to
have media literacy or else they might be taken advantage by profit
organization.

Keywords : negotiation of meaning; sign consumption; misfortune year
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