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Abstract

The objectives of this article are to encourage ASEAN awareness and to
promote deeper regional awareness for Thai people, Thai government and
executive administrators in higher education institutes in Thailand, since ASEAN
Community is coming into being within December 31, 2015. At that time
Thailand and other Asian countries in Association of Southeast Asian Nations
become members of ASEAN Community. This means that Thailand, in another
word, Thai government and higher education executives must have knowledge
about “ASEAN” and “ASEAN Community” and get ready for using education
as the tools to develop human resources through closer educational cooperation
and life-long learning. And the important reason for strengthening in human
resource development is to get ready for “Competitiveness through Strategic

Co-operation”.
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The three areas of ASEAN Community which will be discussed in this
paper are: ASEAN Political-Security Community: APSC, ASEAN Economic
Community: AEC and ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community: ASCC.

In terms of opportunities and challenges, higher education in Thailand
concerns both opportunities and challenges. As for opportunities, which are
stated in ASEAN Charter: that “strengthening co-operation in education to achieve
an ASEAN caring and sharing community” In terms of challenges, in order to
strengthen cooperation on education to achieve an ASEAN caring and sharing
community, Thailand must invest in people to get ready for “competitiveness
through strategic co-operation”. Besides, Thailand should promote the 21
century skills and knowledge, these are —learning and innovation skills, together
with ASEAN Community knowledge, ASEAN language skills, knowledge and
understanding about career, sufficiency economy, and multi-culture, thinking
and learning skills, including the knowledge about democracy.

Keywords : Challenges, Higher Education in Thailand, ASEAN

Community
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o Srinnueninislasimauanidsuindnwnuazyaainsszwing
amtugandnmnluginmaw@auazuddiln (University Mobility in Asia and

the Pacific: UMAP International Secretariat)
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